CHAPTER XIV
CONTRIBUTION TO NATIONAL LIFE

The transfer of power on the 15th August, 1947, was
not an isolated incident in the history of India. It was
the culmination of a long process which started at the
beginning of the nineteenth century, if not earlier. Transfer
of power is essentially a political fact, but politics does
not run its course independent of social, cultural and
economic movements. A country can attain political indepen-
dence only when the situation in all its aspects, internal
and external, is ripe for it. Loss of independence, or
political subjugation of a country by itself indicates a state
of decline in the country. Without such a decline, or at least
relative decline compared to the ruling country, such subju-
gation would hardly be possible. In order to regain in-
dependence this process of decline has to be reversed.
Political independence is never a gift from one country to
another. It has to be earned by the subject country.

And so it was in India. The eighteenth century which
saw the emergence of European Powers in India, leading
finally to the establishment of British supremacy in the
second half of the century, marked the nadir of Indian
history. With the exception of the Sikh movement which
still flourished in the Punjab, and the Mahrattas in Western
India, Indian history in the eighteenth and in the preceding
century showed no spark of life. Occasionally, a valiant
Indian Prince like Hyder Ali or Tipu Sultan fought
courageously against the foreigners, but over the greater
part of the country the people were apathetic and the local
rulers hopelessly divided among themselves, and quite